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Persis. The toil and fever of prepara- | it was partly for Willie's own sake that | idea by saying: The “private deck” decided Willie;|3nd fumnel-cornivis, she was (aking up ffred, and she began to laugh so help-| -1 understand.” said Forbes.  “God
tion, the lacchantic orgies of purchase, | she consented to go back, since if she “It ‘was trouble with the ‘P'-"k“-" but when he told Persis be laid 511(-\5.““"‘?" sterilizing mllk for sick bables, | lessly that Mrs, Neff grew suspicious, But r.':’fll vou. T apprecigte it 1 shall alwas s
3 s and welling tickers for a benefit concert. | having no clew to work on, she changed gruteful for all you've done for me ™

the dressing up, the celebration of the | stayed out in that solitude with him

festival—these  were the joys of thelany longer she would go mad and jump
wedding to her, and she had drained | overboard. And he would not like that
them to the full  They left her ex- in the least. A bride in town would be
hausterd and sated. The anticipation| worth two in the ocean. Besides, a

was over, the realization begun.

ln some wiser communities the bride |
and groom separate for a day or two
after the ceremony. But Persis had
such  hreathing-space Persis was
delivered 1o Willie Enslee in a state of
fagged-out nerves, muscles, and brain. | That is always an important question
To him, bowever, the weeks of prep-ito settle. Perhaps it is what -
aration had been a mere annoyance, a|moons are for—training-stations In
postponement, a prelide too long, 100| which husbands are broken to harness
omate. And when at last the prize|and taught to answer a mere chirrup ;
was his he found the fact almost intol-| it saves the whip.
crably beautiful. He possessed Persis| Bot the comfort Persis tock in find-
Enslee! She bad no longer“even a|ing ghat her hushand was her messen-

suicide on a3 honeymoon would be sure
to cause a fearful scandal. She could
| imagine the headlines,

Willie was a darling to yield so eas-
ily. - It showed her how much he loved
her—also how meekly he obeyed her.

no

name of her own. Miss Cabot had been | ger en as they came up the
merged into the Enslee estates. : bay in. She suddenl ruli.n:cr that
_One does not expect today the child-| for Willie and her 1o seen at the
like innocence that was revealed or pre-| polo games, when they had so ostenta-

tended by the brides of other years. | tiously set out on their honeymoon onl
Nowadays even their mothers “tell | two days before, would provoke a Ilnd’:

e — — —

But she was alone upon the ocean
now, and she feared her husband more
She found him somewhat

and pursed his lips to kiss her red lips.

He grew fercely petulant, sardonic,
He whined and swore and mut-

be-

run to the ralling and leap overboard,

The night grew more and more won-

the dilemma was perfect. Already there

i She and Willie, thercfore, sneaked
is

from their yacht to their house in town.

k

|
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And he did not understand why Persis
blushed and Ten Eyck blurted
Philosophizing did not interest Wil-
lie. He came always hack to the indi-
vidual. By and by he wrestled with
silence, and asked: 1
“Er—whatever became of that—er—
soldier you brought up to the farm?
Stupid solemn fella—Ward—or Lord—
or something®” |

on the price he paid; not from any
hragzart motive, but as a pathetic sort
of courtship.

Persis smiled a hittle. It was some-
thing. But when she found the private
deck she took pains to invite other pas-
sengers she knew to make it their own
piazza Among the pasengers were
Mrs. Neff and Alice.

“Fbroes, you mean?" said Ten Eyck, After. Persis had thwarted Alice's
taking pains not to look at Persis Bul[cl..prmem with Stowe Welb the boy
he could feel her eager attention injlad been tempted to go to Mrs, Neff
the sudden check of her fan, land plead with her to withdraw her

“That's it—Forbes. Still Ellis | ban, sesing that he was now a man of
Island—or is it Ward's?” s |affaire with an assured income. But

®"Governors,” said Ten Evck "IIc's1hc imagined what she would say when
been made military attache at the|she acked him the amount of that in-
French Embassy. . Sailed for Paris the | come; and he imagined her smile. She
other daz with Senator Tait—and—and | did not have to ridicule his fortune.
Mildred. The sum itself was so petty that it ridi-
Persis’ whole body seemed to clench | culed itself.
itself like a hand. But Willie, ever-| He and Alice had met clandestinely
lasti oblivious to significant things,|a few times at the houses of friends.
driv on: hut both were young both were

them thing=" And Willie knew that!slide of gossip.. Evervhody on earth

sped through the streets crowded with

abroad thét the girl
what was coming, and what real mot

mdulged in during the past season. Butjnews that she was about to drag Alce
there was no one to dance with her | ©ff to Paris the swimple child wax able to

Forbes admired Mildred profoundly,
but he preferred his own sorrows 1o the

woes  phe discoversd In other peaple.
Mildred liked Forbes (mmensely. In a
motherly, elder-sisterls traaned-nureaish
Wiy Hut of love between théem there

was no visible trace ]
Talt grew fomicr and fonder of Forbes
as & son, but he could not contrive him
as a won-ln-luw. The mating of human
hearts, be found, was a task beyond dip-

lomacy or politicz.  He wondered If he
would have more success In promoting
affection between American und France,

the two republics that made #nch other

possible He wished that he had never
undertsken any of his tasks, He fejt
old, 111, tired. FHie had agreed to tabe

over the Embassy on ths ffth of July.
Hardly more than a week remained of his
froedom, and that woek was the blg week
of the year—the zranle semiine

He dld not know that other dangers
lurked in ambush ahead of himself. Mrs
Neff, ignorant of Stowe Webb's office,
had come straight to Parls from the Im-
perator, bound to expose Alice again to
the Senator's Inspection. More danger-

“Paris, ch? Racing season’s on over! timid, and their friends were cymical

ous yet waw Winifred Mather, Talt had

began to foresee

l‘r;:-d another  incompatibility  estab- lmchlal':clcri_st.i?' mobs Persis thought. waw actuating her mother. By the time Inr:«ai'llc:mimn': o:‘f"“_”_;‘;: S::'::tc:'n?n-dml “Bhe’s right behind vou ™
shed. longingly of the tango-hunts she had | Mra Neff arrived at the heartbreaking have come to a perfect understanding. Forbes felt ns 3 man feels when some

do love Stowe.

the subject

“Perzis and Willle are here, | vee™

“Are they? 1 telegraphed the dear girl
an Invitation. but 1 was afraid she was
stuck in London

“She came over for the Prix des Drugs
tomarrow,” 3

“How does the poor child look after—
alter honeymooning with Willie; heaven
help heri—and him!™

“She looks—oh, of course, she's s=tlil
our dear, beautiful Persls, but Willie, of
course, is the same dear litle damphool
Allce’s maid, the Irish one, said Persis
tooked Ilke her heart was dead in her.
the creature. She had It from his man
that “’!Im-nd she get along Nke the
monkey ths parrot. But, of courase,
one can't listen (o servamts.™

“Na, of course not. though God knows
what we'd do for news without 'em."

As they entered the bhouse Mra. Neff
saw Forbes. He was In his military full

glggled, and laughter bubbled from Win-

He kmows | dou't love him, and that I
He gnve Stowe his Job

“THA 1T he laughed, wreteh »
You say she's in Paris™" i

one says, “There's

back of you.™ e  Jusy

He became an automa-!

him, forgot the study she was making

of Forbes emotions. She demanded of
Talt: "Have you seen Alice? | hoped
she was with you'*

“No, 1 haven't sren her tonight.” he

answered gullelesaly, forgetting his role
In his excitement »
“Then | must look for her (Comms
along, Winifred I can’'t run about
alone."™

Winifred did ns: want te come alonz,
but Mre. Neff did not intend to leavs
the Senator In her clutches Fhe rmn

her arm through Winifred's and dragzed
her away

Then Talt took Forbes by the arm and
spokn with a curious wick thicknexs:
“LatUs get out into the air a minute.”
Forbes wus alarmed his tone and
hy the prominence of the veins sbout
hin forehead and throat. They walked
into the garden flied with poft luntern
| lights ke luminous fowers. the moon
| over all and the strangely zestful air of
| Parin like an Intoxicant. The orchestra
|in the gurden was just finishing 3 tune,

i.md the orchestra in the house was Just

by

I‘M‘tmnln‘ an American tango p.axqjl'
with a marked French accent They'
found a marble seat In a green niche
| where it was yet top early for flirts tos

be found

“Well, Harvey. she's here—that damneds
woman—and her loy husband ™
“"Don’t!"” Forhes pleaded, but the nidk
man raged on

“Fhe sold herself to a man she didn'®
love, She's to blame for——"

“T've dohe nothing but makg w cruaten
of you, used you to Il the place of my
own npoy., If only you could—bur we
won't talk of her, But If anvihing hap-
pens (o me—""

“Nothing Is going to happgn to yau*

“1 know that, but 'f anything should, T {
~1 want you to promise lo fake care o
Mildred, Bhell have money Enntigite
and so will you. I've fixed thai—but—
she'll need somebody to—wmell we'll talk
it over at Evian. Let's go home

He moved on, leaning hravily on
Farbea, but Winifred, reeing him about
to escape, pounced on him and led him

away in search of an imaginary diplo-
mat
Forbes, left alone, sank nzaln on the

marhle bench. a prey to his thoughts
He feit that If he waited in this semie
cheeurity he would not be discoverod hy

Perrin
But she was hunting for him.. She had

dfess, and he wna standing alone In a
reverie. He was as solitary In the|
crowd amsif he wers a statue on a hlltll-l
fisld gazing through eyes of bronze.
“There's our little spojer man,” said |
Winifred

Lhis vol=.

elnded WHlle, and * preared in ths gare
den fumt s the Ambussndor was
haled away. She jorred 10 wan fop

Furbex te b alone, and at thet moment
her husi- 1@ regatacd ber «ide; gha IQ.IJ o




